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A Reaction to Plan Colombia Documentary
Plan Colombia was an initiative of the United States’ government working with the Colombian government that was aimed at reducing the production of cocaine and its distribution in Colombia (Tortugasrojas, 2011). It was also aimed at giving the traditional Colombian coca growers an environmentally safe alternative other than the production of cocaine (Tortugasrojas, 2011). This was to enhance economic growth in the country while minimizing violence funded by the revenue from the illegal drug trade by cutting down the streams of revenue used by drug cartels in Colombia. To achieve Plan Colombia's objectives, the initiative involved enhanced militarization and law enforcement agency attacks on the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC) leaders (Franz, 2017). Aerial spraying of the coca crop plantations in Colombia was also done to cut down its cultivation and, ultimately, the production of cocaine (Franz, 2017). Several things were new to me about the Plan Colombia film, such as the fact that it explored the economic factors that drove the local farmers in Colombia to grow cocaine for the drug cartels (Tortugasrojas, 2011). It was also new to me that the Colombian drug trade was making hundreds of billions of dollars in profit (Tortugasrojas, 2011).
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